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1 . This opinion contains indications relating to the following items: 

E Box No. I Basis of the opinion 
H Box No. II Priority 

□ Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 

□ Box No. IV Lack of unity of invention 

El Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

□ Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

□ Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA"). However, this does not apply where 
the applicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notifed the 
International Bureau under Rule 66.1b/s(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant Is invited to 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of three 
months from the date of mailing of Form PCT/ISA220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/1SA/220. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA£20. 
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WRITTEN OPINI MP F THE 
INTERNATIONA^ARCHING 



AUTHORITY 



International application No 
PCT/IB2004/001238 



Box No. » Basis of the opinion 



(under Rules 12.3 ana 23.1(b)). """"•Hon furnished lor Oie purposes el international search 

2 ' 22^J5£SKSS£»—B^ ~* a„ a 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence fisting 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 - ° t^^^^^ t T Seq T » ^e relating thereto 

copies is identical to that in the NJpX subsequent or additiona? 

appropriate, were furnished. 6(3 or does not 9° be V° nd the application as filed, as 

4. Additional comments: 
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International application No 
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1 • El The following document has not been furnished: 

■ copy of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 436&.1 and 66.7(a)). 

□ translation of the earlier application whose priority has been claimed (Rule 43^.1 and 66 7(b)) 

2 - ° toSS^^SSfl^ ?flT? h S? Q ? m C,aimed due to the fact that the priority Cairn 

filing date indicated aboU tecons&reS I to the retevJntte^ 68 ° f th ' S ° Pin '° n ' the '"^rnational 
3. Additional observations, if necessary: 



1. Statement ~~ ' " ™ 

Novelty (N) 



or 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



1-12 



1-12 



1-12 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 
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INTERNATIONATCEARCHING International application No. 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE S HEET) 0 ™r, 

; ■ ■ PCT/IB04/0123 8 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 • Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : WO 00/14734 A (JONES GARY) 16 March 2000 cited in the application. 

2. Document D1 discloses an optically readable data storage medium containing 
primary data and security data. A beam of radiation is directed toward a data 
storage surface of the medium and reflected signals are converted into electrical 
signals. These signals are processed such that an output of the primary data is 
permitted only upon detection of appropriate security data. 

The subject-matter of claim 1 differs from the known medium in that an additional 
(e.g. thermoelectric or photoelectric) layer is provided which is able to deliver an 
electrical signal when illuminated by a light source. A combination of an optical 
signal delivered from the information layer and the electrical signal corresponding 
to a predetermined pattern from the additional layer forms a cryptographic key for 
decrypting encrypted data in the information layer. With that, illegal copying of the 
medium can be prevented while the medium is still easy to manufacture Since 
such a solution is not suggested in the prior art, the subject-matter of claim 1 
appears to involve an inventive step in the sense of Article 33(3) PCT. 

3. Claims 2-8 are dependent on claim 1 and as such also meet the requirements of 
the PCT with respect to novelty and inventive step. 

4. Claims 9-1 2 define a device and method for reading/recording information from/to 
a data carrier according to claim 1 . Consequently, the statement made with 
respect to claim 1 is also valid for claims 9-12. 
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